I. Introduction
As a concept, an attitude always refers to an individual"s or group"s more or less stable and observable tendency or predisposition to perform, perceive, think and feel in relation to something specific. Attitudes equip individuals or groups with a ready-made frame of reference in accordance with which they judge particular things.
Many psychologists have defined the word "Attitude" in their own way. In simplest sense an attitude is a dispositional readiness to respond to certain situation, persons or objects on a consistent manner which has been learned and has become one's typical mode of response, an attitude has a well defined object of reference (s) in other words the generalized ways of behaving and viewing situation can be termed one's attitude.
On the basis of analysis of the available definitions of attitude. The main characteristics of attitude may be summarized as under. 1. The range of attitude in not limited. 2. The attitudes are the roots of the individual behavior. 3. The attitude is both covert and overt. 4. The attitude varies in direction as well as in the intensity or strength. 5. All attitudes of an individual are integrated in to an organized way. 6. Attitude is not inborn or innate but it is acquired. Therefore attitude differs from culture to culture. 7. The attitude is lasting and consistent but it can be modified.
The term "Achievement" signifies accomplishment or gain or a performance carried out successfully by an individual on the completion of a task, be it academic, manual, personal and social. When Achievement is considered from academic point of view, it means the attained level at which the person is functioning in school tasks of different subjects measured through marks to rank the individuals in order of their achievement in the field of school achievement; better known as an Academic Achievement.
II. MEANING OF VARIABLES
(a) Attitude: Attitude represents the way one feels, thinks, talks, or acts in a particular situation.
(b)
Attitude towards Education:
The attitude of individuals towards education has been dealt with the degree of positive or negative effect associated with educational things like ideas, concepts, principles, laws and innovations etc. The attitude towards family may be defined as the degrees positive or negative effect associated with family members, sympathy, affection etc.
(e) Attitudes towards society:
The attitudes towards society are defined as the degree of positive or negative effect associated with the observation of social system, tradition, custom etc. (f) Academic Achievement: Academic Achievement implies one's knowledge, understanding or skills in a specified subject or group of subject areas.
OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the study are the following: 1. To measure the attitudes of the students (pupils). 2. To measure the attitude towards Education, Teacher, Family and Society and their relationship with school achievement. 3. To measure the nature and degree of relationship between the various areas of "attitude" with "academic achievement."
HYPOTHESES
For the present study, the following hypotheses are formulated keeping the objectives in mind. Ho1: The Ss with high and low achievement differ significantly on their scores and attitude. Ho2: There will be significant difference between the high and low achievement in total Attitude and attitude towards teacher, education, family and society sub scores. Ho3: The scores on attitude towards education, teacher, family and society have a high positive significant relationship with school achievement.
SAMPLE
110 students were selected from class IX of following two High School of Ambabhona Block of Bargarh District as noted below randomly: 1.
Kedarnath Adivasi High School, Ambabhona, Bargarh, Odisha. 2.
Purusottam High School, Ruchida, Bargarh, Odisha. Who were divided into two groups on Median-split of their Achievement scores and were termed as High and Low Achievers respectively.
TOOLS
An attitude scale prepared by P.K. Panda which was translated to Oriya in 1990 from the original Hindi language and found to be more reliable and valid. That scale was used to measure the attitude of secondary school students towards-
III. Analysis And Interpretation Of Data
Keeping in mind the various objectives of study, the collected data were analysed and interpreted with the help of statistical techniques in terms of "Mean", Standard Deviation (SD), Co-efficient of Correlation and "t" ration etc. The Coefficient of Correlation values of the Ss between school achievement and attitude (tot) were calculated and presented in Table no. Lit is observed that all the V values of total, high and low achievement are highly significant. The Mean and SD values on total School Achievement marks in Table -2 reveal that the High achiever"s mean score is greater than their counterparts. This confirms of our Hypothesis No 1 but to determine the level at which this difference is significant needs be tested in light of our hypothesis.
For this purpose the Critical Ratio (f) of the difference between Mean value scores have been computed and presented in table -2. As proposed in previous interpretation, the "t" values between High and Low achievers on their total school Achievement scores have been computed and presented in Table -3 above. The obtained "t" value is 5.031 which is highly significant, (P<.001, df = 48). Thus the obtained "t" value confirms the Hypothesis No. 1 and as such the hypothesis is accepted. Moreover, the SD values also show more or less very close to one another bearing in few cases. In some areas, the Mean score of the high achievers are found to be greater than the corresponding value of total Ss. This has happened due to the procedure of scoring this scale as in the some case. The individual's scores have been negative as evident from the nature of the items and scoring procedure of the "Attitude -scale" already described.
However, inference about the significance of the difference described above between the two experimental groups needs to be tested. This have been done and presented in table-5. The "t" values of the total attitudes and its sub scores between Ss and with high and low achievement are presented in table -5. The result lead to conclude that, the Ss with High & Low achievement differ significantly in respect of their total Attitude (t = 3.41, p<.01 df = 98 Attitude towards Teacher towards tr. (t = 2. 39, p <. o5, df -98), Attitude towards family (t = 3.53, p<.01, df = 98 Attitude towards Society (t = 1.99, p < .01 df = 98) as such the hypothesis 2 is tenable.
It is interesting and equally note worthy too the two groups of Ss do not differ on their Attitude towards Education (t= 0.314, P=NS, df = 98) The reasons of such a finding is quite obvious, possibly, due to the fact that the Ss irrespective of their achievements posses a positive attitude for receiving education, which is a very natural phenomena and tendency of human beings within the domain of differential abilities in academic performance. Table- 6. The computed values are all significant at P< .01 expecting that of the Attitude towards Education which is significant at P<.05 level. These results confirm our hypothesis -3.
